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HANDBOOK OF NEUROTOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS. Edited by John W. House and Alec
Fitzgerald O'Connor. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1987. 417 pp. $79.75.
The Handbook ofNeurotological Diagnosis, edited by John W. House and Alec
Fitzgerald O'Connor, is the result of a cooperative effort between clinicians and
scientists from the United States and Europewiththe proposedgoal ". . . toprovidethe
reader with broad knowledge ofthe recent developments in the rapidly advancing field
of neurotology." The field of neurotology encompasses the study of the sensorineural
aspects of the auditory and vestibular system. This comprehensive text is not for
beginning students. Rather, it is an excellent resource for advanced reading which
discusses and summarizes in an interesting style current diagnostic approaches to and
research work on selected topics in neurotology.
The introductory chapter provides a briefgeneral discussion ofneurotologic history
taking. Fromthat point thetext launches intodetailedchapters ontheevaluationofthe
hearing-impaired and the dizzy patient. Topics covered in these chapters range from
in-depth physical diagnosis to electocochleography and auditory brain stem response
audiometry. Particularly interesting and informative is thediscussion ofetiology which
is woven into the text.
Later chapters review disorders of the facial nerve in an equally comprehensive
manner. The chapters on the role of computed tomography in the evaluation of
neurotologic disease are outstanding for their clarity and practical application. The
final chapters discuss evidence for the controversial topics of immune-mediated inner
ear disorders and the genetics ofneurotologic diseases.
In all, the Handbook ofNeurotologic Diagnosis provides as much-needed synopsis
of recent trends in neurotologic diagnosis and evaluation. As such, it will serve as an
excellent reference for house staffat all levels oftraining.
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WILLIAM H. WELCH AND THE RISE OF MODERN MEDICINE. By Donald Fleming.
Baltimore, MD, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1987. 232 pp. $8.95. Paper-
bound.
Originally published in 1954, Donald Fleming's William H. Welch and the Rise of
Modern Medicine has been reprinted with a new afterword by the author. The
appearance ofthis new paperback edition is in keeping with a recent trend ofreissuing
classic works in the history ofmedicine.
At Welch's eightieth birthdaycelebration, Herbert Hoovercalled him "Ourgreatest
statesman in the field of public health." William Henry Welch (1850-1934) was
indeed the most prominent figure ofhis time in public health, and he was unquestion-
ably the prime mover in what Fleming refers to as the rise of modern medicine.
Scientific research, medical education, and medical practice were all profoundly
altered by Welch's influence.
Welch played a critical role in the establishment of the Johns Hopkins medical
school and hospital, and he was the first person seriously to explore-the possibilities of
philanthropic aid to medicine. The prestigious organizations which he headed during